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Story Taa SI AN 


ES 


you 
CHANGED 
THE BELL 
ON THE 
DOOR! 


NNN, 
| THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
MARUKO-SAN 
BECAUSE OF 
THE SOUND 
OF THE 


EVEN 
AFTER MARUKO- 


SAN BOUGHT IT, 
SHE DIDN'T COME 
дит MUCH. 


SOME 
BEANS! 


HERE. 
A PRESENT. 


AH, THAT 
CAR? 


| ENDED UP 
BUYING IT! 


YEAH, 
| OFTEN LWORE IT 
GET TEAMED ТО COME 


UP WITH Irs THe OUT HERE. 


KOKONE-SAN. UNIFORM 


FOR MAKING 
DELIVERIES. 


SHE'S 

GOT SOME 
SORT OF PART- 

50 SHE TIME JOB 
DIDN'T END DOING ILLUST- 

UP JOINING RATIONS. 

KOKONE'S COMP- 
ANY AFTER 


з ам Й 
En 


IT SEEMS 
THAT SHE'S СОТ 
HER OWN PART- 

ICULAR SENSE 
OF PRIDE OR 
SOMETHING. 


SO, AT WORK, 
THERE'S THIS 
AMAZING PERSON 
NAMED SHIBA- 
CHAN. 


ponen 
сми, Wes ae мель, 


ЕСТЕТТЕТ 6 sal iEn 


TOMORROW 

MORNING, 

! HAVE TO Hol 
HEAD STRAIGHT TONIGHT. 

TO WORK. 


COMPANY 
PAYS FOR 
THE GAS! 


ҮЕАН, ANY 
ONCE IN CONTACT FROM 
A WHILE... TAKAHIRO? 


HE SAID HE'S 
GOING TO TRY 
TO TAKE SOME 
VACATION AND 
COME OUT TO 
YOKOHAMA 
BY CAR. 


ALRIGHT! 


16 


881318 еп 


| HAVEN'T 
BEEN WAITING 
LONG. 


IT DIDN'T 
HAVE TO BE 
HALFWAY: 
| WOULD HAVE 
GONE OUT TO 
YOUR PLACE. 


EVERY 


ONCE IN 
A WHILE, 
IT'S NICE TO 
BE OUT IN 
A WIDE OPEN 
SPACE... 


SORRY FOR 
MAKING YOU 
COME ALL THE 
WAY our 


тиб ` 
SIZE WILL 
( THIS IS 
Do JUST А Sie grace 
7 TRIMMER THAT 


| MENTIONED. 


HE'S 60, в 
THE SAME AS THAT OLD 
ALWAYS. THE GAS FOGEY 
STATION WENT DOING 
FULLY AuTo, WELL? 


He's ime 
GROWING THROWN 
MORE TOMA- — IMGELF 
TOES AND || INTO GROW- 
OKRA THAN ING STUFF. 
HE CAN 
SELL. 


You 
KNOW... 


1.700, RECENTLY... 
HAVE BEEN 


GETTING INTO 
GEAR. 


УМ AFRAID 
I'VE BECOME 
TEA-COLORED. 


SINCE ALL 
1 DID WAS 
SIT AT HOME 
AND DRINK 
TEA. 


УМ 


YOU SEE, 
УМ REALLY 
FEELING 
GREAT. 


УМ THE 
ONE HAVING 
THE MOST 
FUN. 


WHAT'S 
THIS ALL OF 
A SUDDEN? 


WHO'S GRATEFUL! 
WITHOUT YOU, 
| WOULD HAVE 
BEEN DEAD! 


NO, THAT'S 
NOT WHAT 
1 MEANT. 


2s 
H3 
S 
БЕ 


You 
MADE THIS 
BACK WHEN 
YOU WERE 
A STUDENT... 


YOU MAY 
NOT BE THRILLED 
ABOUT GETTING 
SOMETHING | MADE 
WHILE | WAS 


JUST MESSING 
AROUND LONG, 
LONG AGO, 

вит... 


THINK 
OF IT AS 
MY EYES 

AND LEGS, 


1 CAN'T... 


ТО МЕ. 


5 
5 
d 
5 
Ё 


AND ! 
HAVE WHEELS.. 


SIRE@FIN ма эг 


ШЕЛ? 


те Сор ас 
the Ocean 


NEITHER ONE 
ОР ТИЕМ 16 
NORMAL... 


1 THINK 
ІМ BETTER 
OFF JUST 
SPLASHING 

AROUND 

IN THE 
SHALLOWS. 


WAS THE FIRST 
TIME I'VE EVER 
SEEN ALPHA 
SWIM ALL OUT. 


SHE'S 
A TORPEDO! 


BUT YOU 
SWIM PRETTY 
WELL, RIGHT 
KOKONE-SAN? 


ipyou МАВИКО- 


DON'T HURRY SAAAN! 
UP AND SWIM, 


AH, YEAH. 
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I WONDER HOW 3 
MANY TIMES THIS MAKES 4 7 
THE NORTHERN 
ROUTE. 


THE 
4 SURFACE 
OF THE 
= EARTH 
CONTINUES 
TO GROW 
QUIETER. 


ONCE THE 
LIGHTS OF 
PEOPLE 
HAVE 
VANISHED, 
AFTER 
A WHILE, 


BLUE LIGHTS 
CAN APPEAR, 
AS IF THEY 
WERE TRACING 
OUT CITIES 
AND ROADS. 


AND THE 
LIGHT OF MORE 
CITIES HAVE 
DISAPPEARED. 


I WONDER 
WHAT THE 
PEOPLE 
DOWN BELOW 
ARE DEALING 
WITH. 


THE 
SURFACE 
OF THE 
EARTH 
AT NIGHT... 
IT ALREADY 
SHINES 
DEEP 
BLUE. 


AREAS 
LARGER 
THAN GREAT 
COUNTRIES 
HAVE QUICKLY 
BECOME 
SILENT. 


HOWEVER, 


FROM AREAS THAT 
HAVE GROWN SMALL, 


THE PRESENCE OF 
PEOPLE IS TRANSMITTED 
MORE CLEARLY THAN 
YOU MIGHT THINK. 


м — 


2 EVEN FROM THAT 
ISLAND WHERE 
1 WAS BORN, 


CAREFREE MUSIC 
ON THE RADIO 
OFTEN DRIFTS UP. 


ТІШ 
ДЭР" uu ‘yall чүн! 
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THE SMELL 
OF RAIN. 


THE SMELL 
OF THE 
MORNING. 


THE SMELL 
OF BONFIRES. 


THE SMELL 
OF ASPHALT. 


THE SMELL 
OF FISH. 


THE SMELL 
OF EXHAUST...! 


IF THE 


SURFACE OF 

| WONDER... THE EARTH 
WOULD IT BE BECOMES 
ALRIGHT FOR ME NOTHING ви 

BLUE LIGHT, 


TO GO THERE? 


IT'S LIKE 
I WANT 
IT TO... 


т 


ШТ “| 


“ААА un | 
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Story 155: 


1 TAKE А 
SIDEWAYS 
GLANCE AT 
THE HEAVILY 
OVERGROWN 
GAS STATION. 


I WALK DOWN 
THE ROAD, 
WHICH 15 
EVEN MORE 
BROKEN 
DOWN AND 
NARROW 
THAN BEFORE. 


SOMEHOW, 

| ALSO GET 
THE FEELING 
THAT SOME- 
THING HAS 

CHANGED... 


THAT HOUSE 
OVER THERE, 
WHICH SHINES 
SMALL AND 

WHITE IN THE 
DISTANCE, IS 
CAFE ALPHA. 


OVERALL, 
EXCEPT FOR 
THE GRASS 
WHICH HAS 

GROWN TALLER, 
IT'S EXACTLY 
THE SAME 


AS BEFORE, 
BUT... 


АН, THE 
FISH WEATHER- 
VANE IS NEW. 


AS WELL 
AS THE 
BELL. 


АН, 
WELCOME! 
WHOA! 


тв 
BEEN | 
ALONG 
TIME! | | 


PC 


xd 


72 IT'S BEEN 
MORE THAN 


TEN YEARS, 
v7 AND МУ LOOK HAS 
=> 
US 


ши 


ALSO CHANGED, 
BUT SHE REC- 
OGNIZED ME 
RIGHT AWAY. 


62 


THERE'S 
NO MILK 
RIGHT NOW, 


som 
HAS SOY 
MILK IN IT 

TODAY. 


AND SITS 
IN FRONT 
OF ME, 
AS IF IT 
WERE THE 
MOST 
NATURAL 
THING IN 
THE WORLD. 


AS SHE 
SAYS THAT, 
SHE BRINGS 
TWO CUPS 
OF COFFEE 

OVER... 


ОМСЕ SHE GETS 
STARTED TALKING, 


IT TAKES HER А 
WHILE TO STOP. 


SHE TALKS 
AS HARD AS 
SHE CAN. 


j LAUGHING, 
GETTING 


MUTTERING 

SOMETHING 

UNDER HER 
BREATH. 


HER HAND 
STOPS. 


67 


SHE 
FREEZES 
IN DEEP 
THOUGHT. 


AND SHE 
LAUGHS 


AGAIN. 


PLEASE 
СОМЕ 
AGAIN. 


THE DAY 
HAS GOTTEN OLD... 
THE SKY IS 
BRIGHT, BUT 
EVERYTHING 
16 THE COLOR 
OF SHADOW. 


WHEN TEN 
MORE YEARS 
ROLL AROLIND, 


I THINK ILL 
COME AGAIN 
TO THIS COFFEE 
SHOP. 


IF I'M 
STILL AROUND 
AT THAT 


EVEN IF IT’S 
TWENTY YEARS 
FROM NOW, 
| FIGURE THAT 
SHE'LL PROBABLY 
STILL REMEMBER 
ME. 


те 
THAT КМО 
ОР PLACE. 


98 13555 ЕМ 


422 m 


ТҮГІЛІ 


SoRRY ТО 
KEEP YOU 
WAITING. 


КА 
IT'S NOT LIKE 


CARS PASS UP PARKING pz 


IN THE ROAD 
AFTER ALL. 


OH, YOU DID 
END UP GOING 
TO THE CORNER 


х ян 
NN И 


m 


УЦР. 
THERE'S 
CROQUETTE- 
PAN AND 
YAKISOBA- 
PAN. 


HAVE THE 
CROQUETTE. 


RUS š 
CROQUETTE-PAN IS BREAD FILLED WITH DEEP FRIED MASHED POTATO, 76 
AND YAKISOBA-PAN 15 BREAD FILLED WITH FRIED NOODLES. 


вит 


SHE'S A 
LITTLE ROUGH 
AROUND THE 

EDGES. 


MAKKI-CHAN. 
SHE'S REALLY 
WORKING HARD. 


SHE'S 
ALREADY 
BECOME AN 
ADULT. 


IT'LL ВЕ 
YOU AND 
MAKKI-CHAN 
HANDLING THE 
DELIVERIES. 
WE'LL BE 
COUNTING ON 
YOU TWO. 


50, 
Because | NEXT MONTH 
OF THAT, у і 
7 ТМ BEING 
MOVED OVER 
TO MANAGE- 
MENT. 


BUT EVEN 
SAYING THAT 
I'M MOVING, 
I'LL ONLY ВЕ 
ABOUT 200 
METERS 
AWAY. 


MY DAYS 
OFF WILL STAY 
THE SAME, SO 
WE'LL BE ABLE 
TO SEE EACH 

OTHER ANY- 
TIME. 


РАСА тн ne ДИИ ЧЫ у e Oat nd САРА тщр. 


1% . - ЈА ed ган 


THE TWO 


OF us... > 
--- IT'S BEEN А 
TEN... LONG TIME, HUH? 
- THAT'S А POW MANY. 
š LONG TIME YEARS? 


ALL RIGHT. 


NOT THAT 
IT'S A GOOD 
OR BAD THING, 
BUT YOU'RE STILL 
JUST THE SAME 
AS WHEN YOU 
FIRST STARTED 
WORKING. 


THE WAY 
YOU SEEM. 


WELL, 


TO TELL 
YOU THE 
TRUTH, I'M 
JEALOUS. 


SORRY! 


IT JUST 
MAKES ME 

WANT TO 
TEASE YOU. 
YOU'RE SO 

UPTIGHT! 


HONESTLY, 
I WANT TO 
KEEP LIVING 
JUST LIKE 


SHIBA-CHAN, 
6 
KEEP MEETING 
LIKE THIS, 
EVEN IN THE 
FUTURE. 


IT'LL BE 
OKAY! 
WE CAN SEE 


: OUR LUNCH 
те NOT BREAKS. 


LIKE l'M 
GOING REALLY 
FAR AWAY. 


ца! 
ШУ at 7 


17, i lig 
m I 


ЭМ, 


х | | І | 


fe 
ADU, 


LET'S ! 
GET OUR RIGHT! 
AFTERNOON 
WORK DONE 
WITH! 


THERE'S NOT 
MUCH LEFT TO 
THEN, DO, 60 LET'S 
AROUND арм, BLOW THROUGH 
LET'S MEET fna 
SOMEWHERE 
FOR TEA. 


ТІКТІ шинж” 


Story 157 ~ Everyone’s Ships = 


DEAR 
ALPHA: 


УУ "MD H ШУ) 


I'VE BEEN 
RUNNING 
RAGGED, 
BUT FOR 

THE MOMENT, 
THINGS HAVE 
CALMED 
DOWN. 


TAKAHIRO'S 
BEEN ACTING 
LIKE IMA 
BIG IMPO- 
SITION. 


ВИТ HE 
DOESN'T 
SEEM TO BE 
CHASING ME 
AWAY, SO 1 
THINK ГМ 
GOING TO 
CRASH HERE 
FOR A WHILE. 


93 


| FIGURE 
ILL STAY 
HERE FOR 
A WHILE. 


WELL, HE'S 
THE ONE WHO 
SAID "COME 
CHECK IT OUT,” 
AFTER ALL. 


50 I'VE 
STARTED 
TO LOOK 

FOR WORK 
HERE. 


HAMAMATSU 
16 AN ШМ- 
BELIEVABLY 
HUGE CITY. 
THERE ARE 
PEOPLE 
EVERY- 
WHERE. 


APPARENTLY, 
FOLKS HERE 
ONLY ASSO- 
CIATE THE 
AREAS OF 
THE EASTERN 
COUNTRIES 
WITH FIELDS. 


WE 
TURNED 
OUT TO BE 
COUNTRY 
BUMPKINS! 


WHAT 
А LAUGH. 


IT SEEMS 
THAT TAKA- 
HIRO HAS 
BEEN TELLING 
THE FOLKS 
IN THE 
NEIGHBOR- 
HOOD THAT 
IM HIS 
LITTLE 
SISTER. 


ТИАМК& 


FOR COMING d 


TO MY FARE- E 22 

WELL PARTY 

THE OTHER 
DAY. 


WORKING 
FOR MUSA- 
AFTER SHINO 
WORKING DELIVERY 
THERE FOR WAS 
SEVERAL GREAT, 
YEARS, EVEN IF 
1 FINALLY THE SALARY 
FELT LIKE WAS POOR. 


1 HAD 
BECOME 
A KEY 
PLAYER. 


1 DIDN'T 
KNOW 
WHAT 

TO DO. 


FOR NOW, 
1 THINK 
| MADE 
THE RIGHT 
MOVE. 


[— 


CHECK OUT 
HAMAMATSL, 


WHEN you 
HAVE FREE 
TME СИНЕМ 
WERE DON'T YOU? 
WAITING. PLEASE 
COME TO 
VISIT. 


THEY'LL 
HAVE TO FLY 
IT TO KANA- 
САМА NEXT. 


TAKAHIRO 
WILL PROBABLY 
GET TO GO. 


THE OTHER DAY, 
TAKAHIRO AND 
THE GUYS FIN- 
ISHED PUTTING 
TOGETHER AN 
AIRPLANE OUT 
OF FIVE OR SIX 

PIECES. 


А LITTLE AFTER 
PLEASE СОМЕ TO NOON ON THE 
DAINOHARA SHRINE. WINTER SOLSTICE, 


WE'LL FLY 
THERE TO- 
GETHER. 


= => — =. 
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Story 158 


One Who Wakes Up 


107 


IF WE 
WERE GOING 
TO ЕАТ ОЦТ- 

SIDE, WOULDN'T 


| RARELY 

COME OUT 
HERE AT 
ALL... 


BUT WHERE 
WE'RE LIVING 


FOR ME, 


WHAT COMES 
то MIND WHEN NOW IS NOTHING 


BUT WIDE OPEN 


| THINK OF OCEAN. 


THE SEA IS 
THIS PLACE 
HERE. 


ARE 
УОЦ ALWAYS 


GOING TO 
LIVE OUT 
HERE? 


THINK I'LL 
ALWAYS 
COME 
BACK. 


SOMEWHERE 
LIKE SOME OTHER 
COUNTRY OR CITY, 
DON'T YOU EVER 
WANT TO LIVE 


SOMETIMES, 
| СЕТ то 
WANTING ТО 
СО SOME- 
WHERE, BUT... 


вит 
IM 


у кот 
ML GOING 
KEEP IT “TO 
GONG вип. 
IN SOME 


rm 
ALREADY 
NOT MAKING 
IT AS IT IS... 


IT'S NOT LIKE 
УМ CRAZY 

NOWADAYS, OR ANY- 

| СЕТА THING. 
CUSTOMER 
EVERY TWO 

DAYS OR 

so! 


WHERE'S 


SAE-CHAN? 
STILL GOING 


1 WONDER 
IF тем 


THE BLOOD. 


SHE'S LEM! 
JUST LIKE 
A LITTLE 


| GUESS 


YOU COULD : TWO OF YOU 
BE RIGHT... Y "ç ВАСК ТИЕМ. 


WELL 
THEN, 
ID BETTER 
СО AND 
ERING HER 
ALPHA, 
МАТ HERE BACK. 
FOR US, 
OKAY? 


AND SHE 
JUMPED INTO 
THE AIR. 


| SEE. 
IT'S ALRIGHT. 
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Story 154 | 
A Calm Evening’s | y 
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Communication 


à Ае 
s Ши ие 


abe Mee ll 


\ "nnn ий 
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"PETIT 
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AS IF 75 
SHINING 
WHITE EVEN 
MORE THAN 
IT WAS 
BEFORE. 


THE NARROW ROAD 
TO THE HOLISE 
STILL HANGS ON 


TENACIOUSLY TO 
IT'S SHAPE, EVEN 
AS IT'S IN DANGER 
OF DISAPPEARING 
IN THE MIDST OF 
ALL THIS GRASS. 


EVERY ONCE 
IN A WHILE, 


1 GET A LETTER 
FROM TAKAHIRO 
AND MAKKI. 


ТШ і 


ae 

(у "TD š 

ИУ Ар 
TUR = 


ЭШ 


IT SEEMS 
THAT SAE- 
CHAN IS 
CONTINUING 


TO PERFECT 
HER MONKEY 
WAYS. 
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STILL АМ... 
GOING MANY 
PLACES. 
SEEING MANY | 
THINGS. 
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Final Story à =. ب‎ 
Yokohama.Kaidashi Kikou u / 


THE SEASIDE 
ROAD, WHICH 
PEOPLE ALMOST 
NEVER USE, 

IS NOW ALMOST 
ENTIRELY SAND. 
THE WAVES HAVE 
TAKEN BITES OLIT 
OF IT HERE 
AND THERE. 


AS MUCH 
AS POSSIBLE, 
I RIDE CLOSE 
TO THE 

OCEAN. 


THE ROADS THAT 
CONTINUE 
BEYOND THE 
TERRACED RES- 
IDENTIAL AREAS. 
THE BRIDGE 
ROADS THAT 
USED TO BE 
HIKING TRAILS. 


THE ROAD 
TO YOKO- 
HAMA HAS 
ALREADY 
ENDED UP A 
ROUTE OF 
NOTHING вит 
MOLINTAIN 


EVEN WITH 
ALMOST NO 
ONE ON THE 
ROADS, EVEN 

WITH THE 
OTHER ROADS 
BEING THE 
SAME, 


FOR WHATEVER 
REASON, THIS 
ROUTE AND 
THIS ROUTE 
ONLY, SEEMS 
TO HAVE NO 
INTENTIONS 
OF VANISHING. 


COFFEE 
BEANS, 
PLEASE. 


THIS ONE! 


HAVEN'T 
SEEN YOU 
RECENTLY! 


+ YOKOHAMA 
ALSO HAS FEWER 
PEOPLE OUT AND 


STILL GET N 
DISTRIBUTED 27 ABOUT, | SEE. 


| THINK 
THAT I'LL 
PROBABLY 
BE ABLE 


OKAY! 
7 ТО STAY 
IVE СМЕМ eRe FOR 
AWHILE. 


YOU COME 
OVER TOO, 


147 


THE "STREET 
LAMP TREES” 
FEEL THE 
EVENING 
AND BEGIN 
TO SHINE 
BLUE. 


ARE THE 
RECOLLECTIONS 
OF PEOPLE” 
THAT THE 
EARTH 
REMEMBERS. 


ЖА 


“ff | 


217 


Al 4 9 
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SENSE 
IT'S OFTEN SOMEONE 
JUSTA AND TURN 
STREET LAMP AROUND, 
TREE OR А 
WHITE HUMAN 


THE 
PLACES 
WHERE PLAZAS, 
LONG AGO, 
PEOPLE 
USED TO 
LINGER. 


16 CAFE ALPHA. 


THE THINGS 
| HAVE SEEN, 


THE THINGS 
ABOUT EVERYONE... 


ТИЕ WHOLE WORLD, 
WHICH НАР ВЕЕМ 
LIKE А FESTIVAL 


SLOWLY 
CALMED DOWN. 


AND 
THOSE DAYS... 


LET ME SHOW YOU... 
BECAME THE GENTLE 
JUST A MOMENT OF TIME OF WHAT IS 
THIS BRIEF TIME CALLED THE "AGE 
OF THE CALM EVENING.” 
BEFORE NIGHT 


SITTING ONCE 
MORE ON THE 
WARM CONCRETE... 


Wy SB Roi 


> 


| 


THE NIGHT 
OF HUMANITY... 


МАУ IT BE 
A PEACEFUL AGE. 
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